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The diagnostic significance of pulsation in bony tumours has often been questioned. The clinical 4~~~~~~~~~f indings of a tumour of the thyroid, apparently benign, and a large pulsating tumour of the ilium in addition to the pulsating exophthalmos made it almost certain that the presenting symptom was E 1 1 1 li due to metastasis in the orbit.
FOSTSCRIPT.--Since this case was demonstrated, Mr. Vaughan Hudson has performed a total thyroidw _ ........... ectomy for carcinoma of the thyroid (Fig. 6 ). Radioactive iodine had no effect in staying the progress of the disease and the patient is now undergoing deep X-ray therapy to the metastases. At the time of going to press the exophthalmos has diminished but there §. I 2 3 4 S 6 T 8 9 . 1 is a marked impairment of visual acuity of the left S. F., a cinema projectionist, aged 30, came to hospital in February 1951 complaining of numbness in the finger tips, which had started about July 1950. Intermittent at first, it had become continuous. At times he had pins and needles in his fingers and at the back of his neck. In the morning his fingers were stiff and his grip weak. His hands were clumsy and he had difficulty in dressing and in doing his work. There was some numbness in the right thigh. He had no ocular symptoms and no sphincter disturbance. His previous health had been good. During the war he had served in the East and his only illness had been a "desert sore". He was tattooed in 1940 and in December 1950 he first noticed some nodules in the tattoo marks.
He was a well-built man with no abnormal physical signs in cardiovascular system, lungs or abdomen. B.P. 140/95. Blood W.R. negative. There was blunting to pin-prick on the tips of the fingers, and a doubtful left plantar response: no other abnormal signs were found in the nervous system. An X-ray showed a bilateral cervical rib. In March 1951 he was admitted to hospital for further observation. Sensory symptoms were unchanged but an increase in neurological signs occurred. The left plantar became extensor and later the response on the right was also abnormal, and a left ankle clonus developed. The left upper abdominal reflex could not be obtained. Vibration sense in his arms was impaired. A left lower facial weakness appeared. Lumbar puncture was entirely normal, including the Lange. Blood count and fractional test meal were both normal.
In the tattoo marks over each deltoid and on the right forearm small round nodules, about 4 mm. in diameter, were observed. They were quite painless. During April 1951 axillary adenitis developed. Biopsies of the skin nodule and of an axillary gland were carried out and both showed appearances typical of sarcoidosis. X-ray of the chest (previously normal) was repeated and showed slight but definite changes in the lung fields. The hands and feet were radiologically normal.
The neurological condition consisted of a left facial weakness, left pyramidal signs suggesting a lesion in hemisphere or brain-stem, and sensory changes in the arms suggesting a cervical cord lesion.
Since April 1951 there has been little change in the neurological state, except that at times his speech has been rather slurred. There must be multiple lesions within the central nervous system, and in view of the proven diagnosis of sarcoidosis involving the skin, lymph glands and lungs, it is suggested that the C.N.S. is similarly involved with multiple sarcoid deposits. (Sections from skin and lymph gland were demonstrated, with typical non-caseating collections of endothelial cells and lymphocytes forming false follicles, together with giant cells with horseshoe nuclei.)
Comment.-Many cases in which the C.N.S. is involved in sarcoidosis have been published. Colover (1948) analysed 115 from the literature and added three more, and Essellier et al. (1951) in a shorter review of the subject, include 9 not quoted by Colover. Denis Williams (1950) presented a case to this Section. Essellier and his colleagues divide the cases into meningitic, meningo-encephalitic, and encephalitic forms, and they stress the variability of the symptoms and of the course of the disease. Both they and Colover describe many cases as presenting with a polyneuritis. Facial palsy seems especially common. Sometimes it follows involvement of parotid but may be the initial symptom (Freiman, 1948) .
There have been favourable reports of treatment of sarcoidosis with massive doses of calciferol, and for this reason this patient was given 100,000 units daily, from June to October. During this time the skin lesions slowly resolved but no effect on the neurological condition was apparent.
